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exercise an irresistible attraction for the crypto-democrats
inside the German frontiers, reminding them of the true
values of the German spirit and showing that those values
could flourish in exile among the free peoples of the
democracies. By its very existence, this free Germany
could begin the disintegration of the Nazi system, and
become the agent of revolution inside Germany.
But what actually happened? In the years between 1933
and 1939 some 62,000 Germans, 12,000 Austrians and
8,000 Czechoslovak nationals, as well as .13,000 children
were permitted to enter this country. But even these few
thousands were not permitted to make their homes in
Britain. The vast majority were given entrance permits
on the condition that they had reasonable prospects of
re-emigrating to other countries overseas. The only excep- -
tions were women and married couples willing to work as
domestic servants, capitalists with sufficient money to
keep themselves for life, and those with special knowledge
which enabled them to establish industries. Our attitude
throughout this period to the victims of Nazi persecution
and to the democratic fighters against Hitler could be
expressed in one sentence: "They can stay here if they
make us rich: otherwise they must get out as soon as
possible."
Up till the 27th of November, 1939, thousands of men
and women as talented as the Huguenots, who settled in
Britain during the French persecution of the Protestants,
were given temporary residence on the one proviso that
they did no work of any utility to this country or to them-
selves. Skilled tool-makers and metal-workers from Nazi
Germany and Czechoslovakia sat inactive in the hostels
provided by charity: Britain was re-arming for war against
the Nazis, but the men who had sacrificed home and
family to fight Hitler were forbidden to help that war
effort though we were desperately short of the types of
skill they possessed. A hundred and seventy Austrian
doctors took refuge in London: only fifty were permitted